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It’s nearly Christmas (again) – where does the time go? We have had a good autumn season of dancing and have welcomed several new members to the Monday evening class. It was good that so many of us were able, in October, to go and help the North Herts Reel club celebrate 50 years of Annual Balls at Hitchen. November, of course, brings the RSCDS Annual Conference weekend and AGM. This year Sara and Janice were our delegates in Perth and they report here on their experiences and some of the important outcomes of the AGM business. I hope to see you all again on 5th January.

Barbara

**************************************************************************
My First AGM experience

My day started at 4.00am on Thursday 6th November as I was getting ready for my first trip to Scotland for this year’s Annual General Meeting of the RSCDS.
I got picked up by Graham and Lesley and we left Milton Keynes at 6.35am.  I was a bit apprehensive at first as I didn’t know what to expect at my first meeting, but I didn’t need to worry because as well as Graham and Lesley , I had the support of Jan too which was nice.
The journey up to Scotland was amazing; there were a lot of lovely scenic routes along the way. The scenery was even better when we got into Scotland though, with its high hills and the trees changing to autumn colours, creating a contrast with the colours of the hills and making a lovely picture. We entered Scotland just after 1pm after a few desperately needed stops!
It wasn’t long until we arrived in Perth and the Albert Villa Guest House where we were staying, which was big and lovely, with well appointed, cosy rooms. When everything was unpacked Graham, Lesley and I went out to an Indian restaurant for a really delicious evening meal.
After breakfast on Friday morning, we did some sightseeing, including The Black Watch Museum which contains many archives, costumes, textiles and weapons.  On Friday evening Graham, Lesley, Jan, Michael and I had supper at Frankie and Bennie’s across the road, before going back to Albert Villa to get ready for the Ball.  We planned to leave for Ball at The Bells Sports Centre at 7.30pm to get a table in time for the dancing to start at 8.30pm.
We had a lovely time.  I managed to complete all the dances that were on the programme that night, despite there being dances that I had never done before!  After the ball Graham and Lesley invited a few dancers back to their room for a drink and a chat which rounded the night off nicely.
On Saturday morning after breakfast, I had to register for the afternoon’s AGM, which began at 2.30pm and didn’t finish until after 5pm. There were a lot of interesting points made in the meeting which was really easy to understand.  Jan and I got back at 5.55pm which gave me enough time to watch some television and get dressed for the evening dance.  I met Graham, Lesley and Elizabeth at 7.10pm. The dance was excellent and I really enjoyed myself.
Overall the whole experience of being in Scotland was amazing, and being a delegate for MKRSCDS was a real honour.  Also, I just want to say a big thank you to Graham and Lesley for showing me Scotland and looking after me, and thanks to Jan for talking me through what to expect at the AGM and supporting me through it.
Sara
And the AGM business:
Dr Alastair MacFadyen chaired his first AGM as President. 

Scrolls of Honour were awarded to Linda Gaul, Jean Martin, Jean Noble, June Scott, Toyoki (Tom) Toriyama and Elspeth Pyper 
Alex Gray took up the role of Chair of the Society.


Results of the elections to management posts were as follows:

	Chairman Elect 
	GP & Finance Committee 

	Ruth Beattie
	Marjorie Hume (3 years)

	
	Robert McColl (3 years)

	Education & Training Committee 
	

	Ann Dix (3 years)
	Management Board

	Graham Donald (3 years)
	Lyn Bryce (3 years)

	Anne Smyth (3 years)
	Ross Robertson (3 years)

	Malcolm Brown (2 years)
	Alan Mair (3 years)

	Sue Porter (2 years)
	Lorna Ogilvie (3 years)

	
	Lindsey Rousseau (2 years)

	Membership Services Committee
	Isobel McMillan (2 years)

	Anne Carter (3 years)
	Bernie Hewitt (1 year)

	Bill Austin (3 years)
	

	Helen Beaney (2 years)
	


The outcome of the motions put to the meeting was as follows:

1. Extension of the range of membership options – after lengthy discussion, the Aberdeen Branch amendment was carried, then each element approved separately. Therefore, from 1 July 2009 membership categories available will be:

· Youth (age 12 to 17), 50% of full adult rate

· Young Adult (age 18 to 25), 80% of full adult rate

· Adult Single (age 25+), as agreed by AGM

· Adult Joint (2 people residing at same address, both age 25+) 80% of two full adult rates

2. “Proxy” voting – New Zealand Branch’s motion was carried. With effect from AGM 2009 a Branch may authorise a delegate or delegates to exercise the voting rights of up to three of their delegates.

3. Branch/Society membership – the Management Board amendment was carried. The Board will review the constitutional and financial implications of the New Zealand Branch’s proposal and report back by 5 June 2009.

Other highlights of the weekend

There were 627 dancers on Friday, 643 on Saturday,153 at the class on Saturday and 109 at the Sunday ‘MacNab Dances’ workshop.
***************************************************************************
Forthcoming events:

Hogmanay Dance 31st December 2008 (see Janice or Rita)

After Christmas and New Year

Monday Classes start on 5th January 2009 until 6th April 2009

Dates for Sunday dancing: to be arranged.

Silver Cross dance, hosted by members of MKRSCDS and Bishop’s Stortford, 7th February 2009.

MKRSCDS 30th Annual Ball will be held on 14th March 2009. Lovat Hall, Newport Pagnell. Dancing to Robert Whitehead and the Danelaw Band.  (Tickets now available)
After Easter

Monday Classes will start again on 20th April 2009

Our Picnic Dance: June 21st 2009 at Stoke Goldington, dancing to Ian Robertson

****************************

WISHING EVERYONE A HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND PEACEFUL NEW YEAR







