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Your Branch needs you!

At long last it really seems to be spring – so it must be approaching AGM time. This year the meeting will be held on Monday 26th April at 9pm during an extended tea break in that evening’s class. We will start dancing at 7.30 that evening to compensate.
Our Branch Committee currently has three officers, six elected or co-opted members and the class teacher (ex officio). It’s quite large and we try to ensure that the work is shared among us. We are looking for new officers and committee members. The committee and officers are elected annually but our constitution says that officers should only serve for three years without a break. We have sometimes found that rotation of responsibilities hard to manage. I am standing down this year as Chair after four years.  
If anyone wants to know more about the work of the committee please talk to me or to Janice. A nomination slip for officers and committee members is attached. 

Events
Thank you to everyone (both members and friends and family) who helped with the Ball this year. It was a success and people enjoyed it.
The committee has this year been thinking about the sorts of social occasions and opportunities for dancing that we should be promoting, including possible different formats for balls or dances. We hope you have enjoyed the additional social occasions we have had during classes this year. With some regret, and for several reasons, we decided not to organise a picnic dance this year. We hope to plan something for next year to take its place.

Website
Many thanks to Janice who has revamped the website after moving it to be hosted on the Bucks CC ‘infonet’ server. She has also obtained  ‘our’ domain name so you can find us at www.rscdsmk.co.uk
Barbara      

************
Dates
Spring and Summer dancing dates:

Normal Classes:
Mondays –12th, 19th, 26th April, 
10th,17th, 24th May  
June social dancing: Mondays – 7th, 14th, 21st and 28th June.

4th September Thistle Club dance with music by George Meikle and members of the Musicians Workshop held during the day.
Report from the RSCDS AGM 2009
Sara Baker and I attended the 80th AGM of the RSCDS in Perth at the beginning of November. We are pleased to report that the Society is in a much healthier financial state than it was last year. For the last three years the Society had been making a loss but this situation has been turned round with a small surplus being made in 2008/2009. Listening to the various reports from members of the Management Board of the Society they have obviously taken long, hard looks at all the activities the Society does. Any training of teachers, running of Winter and Summer Schools and production of CD’s and books of dances is now being done with a clear understanding of how much things cost and that activities should break even.

The Society now has a Marketing Officer who is making applications for grants to support the work of the Society such as funding demonstration teams for major events. It is hoped that Scottish Country Dancing will be included in the celebrations at the start of the Commonwealth Games in Glasgow in 2014.

As part of the AGM weekend we also attended a question and answer session with members of the Management Board and a Youth Forum. Both sessions were chances to hear of ideas that other branches have had to attract new members that have worked well, from classes held in the mornings to Local Authority grants to pay for the transport for children to get to festivals.

Other highlights of the weekend

· 562 dancers enjoyed the Ball on Friday, with music provided by David Cunningham and his Band, the programme having been devised by Pretoria Branch. On Saturday, there were 570 dancers enjoying the music of Jim Lindsay and his Band, with programme devised by Royal Tunbridge Wells Branch. 

· There were 106 members at the class on Saturday morning, led by Sue Porter with music from Mo Rutherford. 

· Sunday’s workshop on “Forgotten Favourites”, led by Johan MacLean with Robert MacKay providing the music, attracted 100 dancers. 

· On Sunday morning Management Board and Committees met. A Youth Forum, led by new Youth Director Deb Lees, also took place, as well as a meeting of International Branch members 

Our Recommendations: Every Member of our branch should have the opportunity to attend this event. It gives an insight into the work of the RSCDS and the opportunity to meet dancers from far and wide.  It was refreshing to see so many young and overseas dancers which reflects the development and Internationality of the RSCDS 

There are fuller reports of the AGM on the RSCDS website www.RSCDS.org
Harry Patel

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Monday 26th April 2010
Nomination Paper

Please return to any committee member as early as possible before the meeting.

(All nominations must be received by the Secretary by 7.30 on 26th April)
We nominate (name)…………………………………………………………

For the office of …………………………………………………………….

(Chairman, Treasurer, Secretary, Committee Member etc.)

We have confirmed that the nominated person is willing to stand for election.

Signed by Proposer………………………………………………….......Date………………

Signed by Seconder…………………………………………………….Date………………

****************************






